
“six months…that is correct”

I asked for clarification because I was not sure if I heard right, over our 10,000-
mile crackly phone connection. But I did.

Patrick was raised in Ngora, Uganda, an ancient and rugged area at the bottom of 
TESO Region, not far from Soroti town. Ngora is near the well-known Nyero Rock 
Painting attraction that is said to have been created by the Batwa people (approx. 
1250 AD), that predates the Itesot people, who we have come to know as the 
Ateso. Patrick’s family roots go deep here.

But the LRA insurrection (1986-2006) interrupted the peaceful history of the Teso 
Region, attacking the most vulnerable, including the quiet believer we had come 
to know as Patrick Magino; in 2004, he had been living and working in Nakyessa 
when we arrived. Nakyessa’s original owner Mzee Szabbi was a benevolent man 
who had extended a welcome to many victims of the LRA; Patrick was among 
those who accepted his kindness to live safely in Nakyessa where he eventually 
served the Christian School.

But Mzee Szabbi eventually went to be with the Lord (see our newsletter April 
2018) and after we completed our commitment to rebuild the school facilities and 
construct a new church on site, we too moved our focus to Ongutoi, Adjumani 
and so much more in Uganda.

However, we continued to work quietly with Patrick who managed a small maize 
project (near the school) to help support our Kkumbya piggery. But none of us 
perceived events to come.

6 MONTHS EARLIER
Although separated by a 10-hour journey, Ongutoi and Nakyessa events seemed 
to unfold simultaneously; in time we would understand. Ongutoi’s site 
administrator (PM) grew increasingly more silent and during that same time, 
Nakyessa leadership changed; Patrick grew increasingly uncomfortable and his 
gifts seemed less important to the school now. It was as if the Lord was preparing 
for change in both places, and by early March, everything became clear.

Ongutoi’s PM simply never came back one day, leaving without explanation, and 
in the wake of his departure, we faced unpaid bills. We would come to learn he 
had been enticed by seemingly better employment but did not see fit to give us 
reasonable warning to prepare for such change. In the same timeframe, Fred had 
been in conversation with Patrick about the Nakyessa maize project, when his own 
challenges surfaced. Fred casually suggested if/when he and his wife (Agatha) 
wished to return to the Ngora area, we could certainly use his accumulated 
administration skills and his love of agriculture in the Ongutoi area, since our 
projects were growing and in need of supervision.

Within a week, Patrick was working with Fred to instal our new drip  
irrigation system in the Akumangor Orange project. At the conclusion, everyone 
was in agreement-Patrick should work with us to supervise projects within the 
TESO region.
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SPIRITUAL BASIS
And then we discovered Agatha, had been praying and fasting for 6 months that 
the Lord would lead Patrick to a new place of employment where he could feel 
fulfilled as he provided for their family of 4 children. Patrick has been blessed with 
a believing wife who prays for him.

Our vision to bless Uganda has always been to work with those called by Him…
not just those who want employment, but those who have been picked by the 
Lord for His purposes (Eph 2:10). Ministry requires a Psalm 133 commitment to 
navigate the many challenges that are spiritual in nature. Scriptural focus is our 
criteria for staffing!

Patrick and Agatha are 2 such servants and we look forward to  
working with them!

ZOOM to ZAMBIA
Our phones hummed every day to manage the unexpected challenges in Ongutoi 
and when they calmed a little, it seemed only long enough to allow space for 
focus on Zambia, where the Lord is moving dramatically, as we shared last month.

In that letter, I mentioned the possibility of expanding the new Mansa signal to 
better reach Samfya and as usual, I waited on the Lord. I did not wait long.

The Lord stirred High Adventure supporters and within a week, the money began 
to arrive, punctuated by a phone call with Dr John, who was also busy sharing this 
vision among his own good friends. In most calls with John, I always get the 
feeling I need to step out of the boat and ignore the water. He likes splashing 
among the waves and enjoys company…it sounded like this; “Brother the money 
is coming” OK…but what does that mean? (me) “Buy the antenna-put the order in; 
the Lord is providing-we have some in hand now” Gulp (me). 

So, I did…the same day.

By next day, John was meeting with another friend who would complete the 
outstanding need…we now have $10,000 for the high-power antenna…and I didn’t 
get wet!

The same week, we received more great news-two of our radio programmers 
pooled money to provide 500 Galcom’s unique custom Impax solar radios 
($7,500) all fix-tuned to Mansa. Kaluwa is reporting constantly overwhelming 
response to this new station…soon her Lusaka HQ phones will light up even more.

GOOD NEWS IN ONGUTOI, UGANDA
We have enjoyed blessings from heaven; the Lord has provided rains that sustain 
the 788 Orange Tree Orchard, nurturing the seedlings to a point of production 
stage. We anticipate first harvest soon. But the trees will require increasing 
amounts of water as they mature.

Thankfully, our friends at Rotary International under their project leader Richard 
Mewhinney saw this coming. After considerable fund raising, our new water 
collection platform expansion has just been completed and more storage tanks 
have been added, affording us the ability to collect approx. 15,000 litres in a 
typical strong Ongutoi rainfall. We now have 276,000 litre storage capacity, well 
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on the way to our need to provide more water for increasingly thirsty maturing 
orange trees…only a few tanks to go now… ($3,100 each).

Our long-time friend Min Musa Ecweru takes every opportunity to bring 
government colleagues to the site and demonstrate this “new” technology at a 
time when the nation is encouraging rural communities to invest in water-saving 
drip irrigation technology.

It just makes sense-God provides sun (solar power) and rain (water) and we only 
need to capture both. King Solomon (wisest man in the world) knew this before 
we did:

…I made ponds of water for myself from which to 
irrigate a forest of growing trees… 

Ecc 2:6 NASB

LIFE ESSENTIALS CENTRE
Our Life essentials Centre reminds me of Habakuk’s prophecy: 

..Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. 
Hab 2:3 (NIV) 

Certainly not in the same context or meaning, I do struggle with patiently waiting 
for a vision to be fulfilled; perhaps because our Western minds are programmed 
to think in small b(y)tes…but we are almost there. We WERE there until COVID 
changed our plans, forcing us to consider education on an altered basis. Ugandan 
style has been to squeeze as many as possible into a space but COVID stopped all 
that. We designed this outdoor classroom so Life Essentials training can continue 
in a safe and approved manner.

And we are almost there…

We have completed several women training days (Bible-soap-sewing etc) but now 
plan a special police training when local officers can learn to make liquid soap, 
reducing family costs considerably, or helping them to supplement meagre 
incomes through soap sales. Regardless the end goal, every officer will also 
receive initial Biblical education as part of our training.

The first class of 12 has signed up and even before we have a date set, many more 
have sent their names for training. With my background, I can especially 
appreciate the opportunity to bless officers while introducing them to Him! Pray 
for them?

KKUMBYA GOATS
Christmas gifts have finally arrived on Kkumbya Hill. A normally short process took 
longer than expected. Our team searched for the best, because the new goats 
would be parents to a larger herd, that would ultimately produce income for our 
Asamuk Skills School.

We discovered we could buy a goat…or a goat and a half! Just like that sounds, 
we paid just a little more and purchased the anticipated offspring with(in) the 
parent. Sometimes the goats came in a set (mother and kids). At the end of our 
shopping spree, we now have 55 goats on Kkumbya Hill, many of them pregnant…
soon 55 will be about 75!

BONUS
18 months earlier, we planted eucalyptus seedlings in the rocky part of our hill on 
Kkumbya. Eucalyptus trees grow fast and can be harvested (for small construction 
projects) in about 7 years. But with a couple more years growth, they can be 
harvested for sale as electricity power poles. Regardless the choice, they are 
income producing (for our ministry in Uganda) while protecting the hill from 
erosion, and even more importantly, they provide badly needed shade for our 
expanding goat herd, who love to graze in the protected grass. And yet more 
(sounds like a TV promo) once harvested, the stumps re-grow to produce another 
stand of trees!

I share the photo, but Fred had also sent us a video of this same view, tantalizing 
us with the sound of wind in the trees…it’s no wonder the goats look so good!

But we really need to add more goats ($70) so we can reach the 200 goal when 
meaningful income can begin. And we need another 2000 eucalyptus trees ($1 
each) to recover the remaining rocky portion of the hill, affording us the ability to 
expand our goat project there.

I am looking forward to the next 6 months…should be exciting!

Don
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FAMILIES ALSO MAXIMIZE SPACE

PLEASE COMPLETE THE PORTION BELOW AND RETURN IN THE ENVELOPE PROVIDED. THANK YOU. 

My gift of   q $50   q $100   q $500   q Other  
 
Make cheques payable to: High Adventure Gospel Communication Ministries
 
Or donate online at www.hagcm.org or via interac e-transfer (Canada Only) using email admin@hagcm.org

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ Province/State: __________ Postal Code/Zip Code: ______________________ 
 
Please charge my gift to my credit card  q VISA  q MASTERCARD q AMERICAN EXPRESS 

Card #: _________________________________________________________________________________ Exp.: ______________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: SPENDING OF FUNDS IS CONFINED TO PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS APPROVED BY THE CHARITY. EACH RESTRICTED CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS SUCH AN APPROVED 
PROGRAM OR PROJECT WILL BE USED AS SPECIFIED WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT WHEN THE NEED FOR SUCH A PROGRAM OR PROJECT HAS BEEN MET, OR CANNOT 
BE COMPLETED FOR ANY REASON DETERMINED BY THE CHARITY, THE REMAINING RESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE USED WHERE NEEDED MOST. 

‘A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE  
(18004357352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.”  
 WWW.FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.COM

DESIGNATED FUNDS ARE THE ORGANIZATION’S PROPERTY, AND SUBJECT TO THE ORGANIZATION’S EXCLUSIVE LEGAL CONTROL. THEY ARE USED ONLY FOR CHARITABLE 
PURPOSES AND NOT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE DONOR OR DONOR ADVISOR OR FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE CONFERRING IMPERMISSIBLE PRIVATE BENEFIT.
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